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On the Farm 
by Nancy McCormick 

 

 In 1981 Mike and I left Iowa to serve 

Friends as pastors in Tennessee.  Our farming 

hearts could not be separated from our horses, 

goats, ducks and dogs; so they traveled with us in 

the back of our 1966 Ford pick-up truck.   We were 

there for thirteen years, and we wondered if this 

would be a place we eventually could call home. 

We looked at different properties to purchase while 

we lived in Tennessee, but it wasn‟t to be.   We 

were called to a new ministry and we packed our 

bags and moved  with our horses and dogs to a ru-

ral setting near Wilmington, Ohio.  Once again our 

horses would be pastured away from the parsonage 

and Mike would faithfully feed and water them af-

ter driving to wherever they were.   Our draft horses are important to us and are a vital part of 

our ministry.  We have discovered that they have a unique role of their own.  They haul wagon 

loads of Christmas carolers through the countryside.  They make children giggle as they pull 

them in a bobsled across white, drifting snow.  They remind Old-timers of the past as they 

watch the horses plow through fields of dirt.  Because our horses had always been an essential 

part of our ministry, we yearned for a farm where our animals could be with us.  It would be 

another thirteen years before our dream would begin to take shape.   

  In early spring of 2007, friends of ours bought a farm.  On this piece of property there 

was a small parcel they were willing to sell so we could have a place to call home or - better yet 

- to call our family farm. Here is an entry from my friend‟s journal as she described a conversa-

tion with God:  “Journal Entry, April 15, 2007, „I want to make this house available – afford-

able for Mike and Nancy.‟ Lord, you can bring these pieces together so all are blessed and con-

tent.  Please may this be a win-win – for all involved . . . amen.” 

 Soon after that Mike and I were given a totally unexpected, generous, monetary gift.  It 

came from a woman I had befriended several years earlier during an extremely difficult time in  
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her life.  This money made it possible to begin seri-

ously considering the purchase of land.  As I look back 

on these events, I see that God‟s plans were in forward 

motion.  My friend was led to pray for us to find suit-

able land for our farm and God used someone‟s loving 

heart to give us hope through a donation of money.    

 The day after we signed the papers, excavation 

of the basement began as well as crucial barn repair.  

After that, the basement was poured, and the floor deck 

was put on by a crew of loving volunteers.  The walls 

were erected by faithful friends as snow was cleared 

away. It was humbling to see people show up the day 

before Christmas to help set trusses. The sheeting, 

plumbing, and roofing proceeded through the very cold 

months of January and February.  All of this was done 

with the loving aid of friends far and near who helped 

physically, emotionally, spiritually and financially.  As 

I write this article today, much more needs to be ac-

complished on the house, but our home is complete.   

 Mike and I had been praying for years for a 

farm.  During those years God was working out the details of the, location, land and money.  

When I lie in bed I think about the young man I married many years earlier, and how he became 

the contractor and builder of our home – it is sweet as well as challenging.  

 Now, as I sit on our back porch swing, I gratefully embrace this wonderful Sacred Space 

that keeps me connected to the Holy.  It makes me smile to see Scarlet the milk cow swaying as 

she walks to the barn to be milked.  I am content when I watch the hens and when I gather their 

eggs.  At night when we crawl into bed, I feel as if I am experiencing little “glimpses of 

heaven” when I hear the horses sigh outside our bedroom windows.   

 

 “God, all I can say is thank you, thank you, thank you . . . Amen”  

To subscribe or unsubscribe to SEEDS,  click here: 

www.goodnewsassoc.org/seeds.html 

Nancy McCormick lives in Southeastern Ohio on a draft horse farm with her 

husband Mike.  It is their desire that this farm bring Hope, Peace and Love to all 

who enter.  Nancy is a Quaker Pastor who is released to do ministry as a GOOD 

NEWS Associate.  Nancy loves to minister to the elderly through 

prayer, presence and song; she listens to their life stories and sings to them and 

with them.  Nancy is the author of God is All Around, a collection of stories and 

songs from her ministry. 
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