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There’s Not a Season for Everything
by Lon Fendall

One of the best known passages in the puzzling book of Ecclesiastes is in chapter three, the one
about there being a season for everything. There is a song that has brought the words of this passage

into popular culture: AiTo everything (turn, turn,
every purpose, under Heaven. o The song continues
there is an appropriate time, all fourteen of the

any

really is Godés intention fo : mo s t
at the appropriate time, including hating, killing, and waging war. e m—
Overall, the book of Ecclesiastes is both fascinating and trou-
bl ing. So much so that you
it or read many devotional lessons based on it. Parts of the book reek
with despair and even contradict other, more widely accepted Scrip-
tural truths. For example, a pair of verses in chapter three (vss. 12-
13) seem to justify a hedonisticand self-f ocused | i f e
that there is nothing better for men than to be happy and do good
while they live. That every man may eat and drink, and find satisfac-
tioninallhistoildot hi s i s the gift of
The book of Ecclesiastes
the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments,

D W

tive no

for this is the whole duty ofp |he book
downright depressing: i Mean Ak § | ngl ess!
ingl ess! Everything is meang S riend o
entire doctoral dissertation| : 1d trans
I presume the dissertation wg. ess, bu
clesiastes is pretty convincing when he argues that much of life is
meaning]ess_ | Photo courtesy of www.walksydneystreets.net |

The point about timing being the important variable in our life choices reminds me of another
popul ar song, fAThe Gambler, 0 recorded by Kenny RO
us hasndédt heard the | yrics ab othem, whentowallhagaywhen t o
and when to run? The suggestion is similar t
wrong actions, just good and bad timing for each type of conduct.

|l havendét studied the book of Ecclesiastes
but | would suggest that we shouldndét build o
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Eccl esiastes. The book regularly makes isol ate
message of the Bible. For example, after the list of things one might do in the appropriate season,

the writer concludes, ABut in the end does it r
course it does, says the Bible. Even the writer of Ecclesiastes eventually concludes that there are

actions that God encourages and others which He condemns. Jesus taught that the test of right and

wrong behavior was whether the action expresses love toward God and other humans, not whether

it is done at the right time.

When it comes to the most problematic staten
wi sh we wouldndét just | et them stand as i f they
ing, and waging war. Jesus dealt sternly with those who were doing evil, condemning the Phari-
sees®0 empty |l egalism and tossing the merchants

and attitudes, onhaut He didndét hate Reyer who den
Judas who betrayed him, not even the soldiers who crucified Him. Jesus taught forgiveness, even

for oneds enemies, and didndt condone the kill/i
Christians have been divided on the question of waging war, another of the troubling

fseasonal 06 behaviors in Ecclesiastes. Believer
be Godds instruments of judgment against evil a
believers in battles against human enemi es. Th
susd6 teaching about |l oving our enemies in that
said; they were not to join in taking lives to achieve political ends, even if the enemies had engaged

in horrible violence. After a number of centur

Christians, we have entered a period of time in which at least some Christians are again certain that
they are not to go to war or to celebrate the patriotism associated with national warfare.

So we come back to the song about there bein
the song writer meant by the refrain, ATurn, tu
from an empty philosophy of |l ife that says ever
think thatodéds the true Biblical message and not

|l 6d |I'i ke to think we could turn away from an
considered place; a place where we think about the consequences of wrong behavior and the com-
plete rejection of hurtful actions. Hopefully, with the author of Ecclesiastes, we will be able to turn
toward joyfully and emphatically Afearing god a
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