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Cornerstone 
by John Braun 

 

 Imagine the excitement, some 30 years or so after a momentous event, to be able to visit 

with someone who was there and intimately involved. Weôre in a time of human awakening. 

People around the globe are waking up to God-consciousness, moving beyond egoôs focus on 

self-definition, and recognizing that all of us are also spirit beings. The right hemispheres of our 

brains are especially well designed to help us navigate our spirit-to-spirit connections with one 

another and with the loving Spirit-God. As I read accounts about the intensive, transforming, 

God-awakening experiences that some people report, I 

wish that I could visit with those persons and ask all the 

questions that come to mind. I feel like someone who is 

just waking up into a whole new existence.  It would be 

great to be in direct contact with the witnesses of these 

awakenings. 

 It must have been like this for early Christians, 

excited by the possibility of meeting with or hearing from 

Peter.  Peter ð the apostle who had walked with Jesus, 

stumbled in his own loyalty, and whom Jesus had nick-

named as ñRockò or ñRocky.ò  Peter (petros, rocky) knew 

that newly awakened believers in the loving and always-

present God needed encouragement and assurance. As 

their lives took radical turns, their surrounding communi-

ties put intense pressure on them to get them back to 

where they had been. Peter addresses them in his epistle, 

1 Peter, as if they are aliens in this world and ñliving 

stonesò for a whole new world that God is bringing into 

being. They are anchored by the perfect foundational 

stone, a stone that the builders of the present world have 

rejected, namely Peterôs friend, Jesus, the anointed one chosen by God. 

 Ages earlier, the prophet Isaiah was given a revelation that God was planning something 

entirely new for humanity. 

The Penitent Saint Peter 
by Jusepe de Ribera (1591ð1645) 
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See, I am laying in Zion a foundation stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, a 

sure foundation: ñOne who trusts will not panic,ò And I will make justice the line, and 

righteousness the plummet (Isaiah 28:16-17a, NRSV). 

 

 Although churches have tended to claim the Cornerstone as theirs, Peter seems to indi-

cate that Jesus was not interested in starting a new religion. It was quite the contrary. Peter re-

fers to those who have been awakened as a God-connected and God-conscious people, tuned in 

to the correct frequency, and serving their higher 

calling as priests (mediators) between the world 

as it is and the new Kingdom that is becoming. 

 Staying fixed on the correct frequency, 

rather than rules for living, is at the heart of Pe-

terôs concern. When we are properly tuned in, 

when we live out Godôs nature of loving choices, 

patience, kindness, justice and peace, then we are 

in the flow of what God is doing and available for 

amazing things and relationships to be set up all 

around us. We are part of the new, awakened hu-

manity, even while weôre trying to drag our feet 

out of the sinking mud of the old. All of creation 

has been waiting for this moment of awakened 

engagement. Iôm convinced that the universe is 

still in gestation and that nature and humans, in 

cooperation, are on the threshold of amazing dis-

coveries and adventures. I wouldnôt miss it for anything. And Iôd hate to be picking up interfer-

ence and static by having my dial shifted away from the correct frequency. Anchoring to the 

Cornerstone helps me stay on line and in tune.  
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John Braun, a GNA Board member, is the pastor of Wenatchee Brethren-
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