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Let it Be
by Nate Macy

What is God like? How do you
encounter God? If you had to describe
God, what would vy
ing to hear people answer these ques-
tions, and difficult to do so ourselves.
There are so many different angles from
which to answer the question, so many |
rabbit trails dow
not that i1itdés an
even that the back trails and distractions
are unimportant; they are very often
more central than we know. But how- :
ever fun (and i mportant) the abstractions are
the central issue: How does God relate to us? What is intimacy with God like, and what purpose
does it serve?

In my experience, people use a lot of different language to describe God, but I hear a lot
of Al 6&m in relationship with God to do what G
fixing our |lives and Godo6és entire expectation
sive action. To take it a step further, a better metaphor for what | hear is that if we are faithful
and right with God we are like little robots doing whatever God programs us to do.

This neglects the full truth. Certainly there is witness that God wants us to be faithful, to
live in holistic ways, to bring forth the kingdom. God calls us to growth, to depth, to greater
trust and reliance, and to listen well and respond in obedience. But that does not negate our
creative selves, our perceptions, gifts, and passions.

The biblical witness is that God desires to be in relationship, real relationship with us.

How can we possibly see Abraham, the model of faith according to Paul, as a God-drone?

Abraham was prone to argue with God, to not trust fully, to take matters into his own hands,

and yet he is credited wit hthiswhatPaglisenéogah-t e ou s,
ing us to, being really and wholly in relationship with God?
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OQur biblical stories are perhaps deceiving
the steady be-ing of relationship. Stories are, by their very nature, dependent on plot and action,
so we dondét al ways see t he backddomgfaitdur whi ch
ness clearly, because it is the outcome of the relationship, but the building, the hanging out to-
gether is harder to chronicle.

However, there are places where it seems clear that what God wants is to bewith us.

Adam and Eve in the garden il lustrate this we
fact, their service is for their joy, not for
ther, when relationship is violated Gododés que
broken my rules?0 Instead ités very different

ginning that God desires to be with us.

According to the Westminster Catechism, our

chief aim is to glorify God and enjoy him for-

ever. This statement has been around for about

84 400 years, and yet the tru
e quite sunk in with many of us. We perhaps un-

| ————
ey, (der st and and attempt to

e e | certainly neglect that we are to enjoy God, and
- that intrinsically God enjoys us.

Intimate relationship means being your-
self. It means being at ease, and though we are
e \,‘ always transformed by such relationship, the
core of the relationship is not focused on person-

’ ality overhaul. That instead is the natural out-

Photo courtesy of Becky Wood. come of the relationship.
lationship with us in order that we be made right,
God simply desires to be with us, and that be-ing changes us to be righteous. We cannot be in-
tertwined with God and not become more like God. Yet, what we often fail to recognize is that
God really Iikes hanging out with us, even be
the emphasis on the becoming or transformation, rather than on the interaction.

As to our call to faithful action, we begin to understand our call and responsiveness as
we create space to be with God. Our collaborative action springs out of the depths of our being,
and Goddéds being, working together. Our doing
called out in us. Our passions and giftedness
and giftedness and desire to make a new creation.
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